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territory; in his reign the condition of the population .was improved, the system of farming the revenues was abolished, and the tribunals of justice were rendered accessible to all. Following him came Mahdoo Rao, whose character as a sovereign was as conspicuous as were his military talents.
"He is deservedly celebrated for his firm support of the weak against the oppressive; of the poor against the rich, and ... for his equity to all."
At that time, the Mahratta territory was more thriving than any other part of India. The celebrated Ram Shastree was the pure and upright minister who served Mahdoo Rao. The weight and soundness of his judgments have made them to this day precedents in Hindu law. By his unwearied zeal, he improved the condition of the people of all ranks. His integrity was never corrupted. It was the custom of this man of simple habits never to keep in his house more food than sufficed for one day's consumption."
The territory of the Peishwah was administered, for a quarter of a century, by Nana Furnawese, during the minority of Bajee Rao. He has been described as a minister of unequalled ability, who held together, by force and energy of mind, and the versatility of his genius, the incongruous interests of his empire. The wisdom, firmness and moderation of his government are testified to by Sir John Malcolm, who thus describes the condition of the country:
"It has not happened to me ever to see countries better cultivated, and more abounding in all the produce of the soil as well as in commercial wealth, than the southern Mahratta districts. . . , Poonah, the capital of the Peishwah, was a very wealthy and thriving commercial town and there was as much cultivation in the Deccan, as it was possible an arid and unfruitful country could admit." About another large part of the Mahratta territory under the sovereignty of Holkar we have the testimony of the same distinguished writers:
"With respect to Malwa, I saw it in a state of ruin, caused by the occupancyr. fc . of the predatory hordes of India. Yet, even at that period, I was surprised ... to find that dealings in money to large amounts had continually taken place between cities, where bankers were in a flourishing state, and goods to a great extent continually passed through the province,... the insurance offices which exist through all parts of India, . . . had never stopped their operations. ... I do not believe that in Malwa the introduction of our direct rule could have contributed more, nor indeed so much, to the prosperity of the commercial and agricultural interests, as the re-establishment of ther efficient rule of its former
princes and   chiefs.      With respect to the southern Mahratta
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